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DRUMBEAT SCHOOL 
Newsletter — Spring Term 2 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It has been a lovely half term with lots 

of things to celebrate.  

 

With the weather getting better, pupils 

have been accessing a variety of fun  

activities and particularly enjoyed 

World Book Day last week.  

 

We had Careers Week where we had 

the police visit the school and a café 

run by the children.  

 

Please take note of the information 

meetings run by the LA on the SEND 

white paper which will change the  

nature of SEND delivery significantly. 

 

I hope you have a love Easter break 

and  thank you for all your  

commitment and passion for the 

school. 

 

 

 

Marie Neave  

Executive Headteacher  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary…. 
 

Friday, 27 March 
Last day of term 

School will close at 1pm on this day 
 
 

Monday, 13 April 
First day of term 

 
Monday, 4 May 
Bank Holiday 

 
Monday, 13 April 
First day of term 

 
Monday, 20 April 

HPV Vaccinations for year 8 pupils 
 

Friday, 15 May 
Toileting Drop-In Clinic 

Downham 
 

Friday, 22 May 
Last day of term 

School will close at normal time 
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Drumbeat Outreach is proud to support a photographic exhibition set  

at Lewisham to mark the beginning of Autism Awareness month created by  

documentary photographer, Rosie Barnes. The exhibition showcases striking portraits and 

recorded conversations with artistic women from across  diverse communities. 

 

The inspiring collection shines a light on the lived experiences of autistic  

women and girls exploring the inequality's misunderstandings and barriers they continue to 

face. Their stories offer a rare and moving insight into  

perspectives that are too often dismissed, questioned or overlooked and we warmly invite 

the whole Lewisham community to attend the exhibition. The  

exhibition not only celebrates the strength and authenticity of autistic voices but also con-

tributes to a more inclusive and understanding borough. It also marks the conclusion of 

phase two of the partnership in neurodivergence in schools (PINS). 

 

Please come along, be inspired and support a shared commitment to  

embracing the full spectrum of human experience. 

 

See next page for more information. 

 
The South East Guide for Parent Carers of Children and Young People with SEND, produced by My 
Family, Our Needs, brings together helpful information on education, health, wellbeing and support 

services across the region. View the free online guide on their website:  

www.myfamilyourneeds.co.uk 
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Pease ensure that your contact details 

and address is up to date.  
If you have any changes, please let the 

office AND your local SEN know. 
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World Book Day 2026 

 Thank you to all the staff, students and families for making this year’s World 

Book Day so special!  

Our very own author Tom visited the Downham site to read his book ‘At Sea 

without Tea: The Great Cutty Sark Adventure’. 

Continued on next page 
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There was a special World Book Day assembly at the Turnham site. 
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SEND Reforms: White Paper 

 
Meet the Managers – Strategic SEND Meetings 

 
A series of strategic discussions with senior leaders in Lewisham for parents and  
carers of children and young people with SEND who would like to take part. 
 

Come along to: 
• hear from SEND Services across education, health and social care 
• share your views and ask questions about wider SEN strategic matters 
• find out more about Lewisham’s future plans and support available to learners 

with SEND 
• gain a better understanding of local SEND priorities and connect with other  
 parents and carers 
 
Dates and times 
• Thursday 30 April 2026, 6-8pm  
 Supporting Families in Lewisham: Family Help & Care, Family Hubs and Local Sup
 port. Find out more about how Lewisham supports families of children and young 
 people with SEND through Family Hubs, Family Help & Care (previously called  
 social care) and wider local services, including what help is available and how to 
 access it. 
• Thursday 18 June 2026, 6-8pm  
 Social, Emotional and Mental Wellbeing Support for Children and Young people 
 with  SEND. Explore the social, emotional and mental wellbeing support available 
 for children and young people with SEND across our borough, including early help, 
 school  based support options and the wider specialist services. 
• Wednesday 30 September 2026, 6-8pm 
 Transitions, Independence, and Future Planning for becoming an adult. Find out 
 what transitions support looks like for young people with SEND to prepare for 
 adulthood, including transition planning, careers information, advice & guidance, 
 education and  employment, independent living and community inclusion. 
 
Venue: Council Chambers, Civic Suite, Catford Rd, London, SE6 9SE 
 
How to get there 
• buses: 47, 54, 75, 136, 171, 181, 185, 199, 208, 320, 336, 380 
• nearest stops: Catford Road / Lewisham Town Hall. 2-3 minutes walk from Cat-

ford Bridge and Catford train stations 
 
There is no free parking in the area. 
 
Let the LA know you are coming and reserve a ticket. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/5RPrgVij4cMf1dJn6
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lewisham-meet-the-managers-send-strategic-meetings-tickets-1683581801489?aff=erelpanelorg
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Draco Class 

This Spring term, Draco Class have been busy working on their individual targets, learning about 
shapes and money in maths lessons, retelling stories in English lessons, and mixing colours for  
painting in art lessons. During careers week we learnt about the skills needed for variety of different 
jobs and hobbies. We enjoyed workshops about musicians, chef skills, first training, and circus skills. 
Our science topics included animal habitats, which we explored further during trips to the Buckthorne 
Nature Reserve. 

Continued on next page 
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Kangaroo class have been very busy this term, we have been working hard everyday  

learning lots of new skills and having lots of fun too! 

 

In Maths we have been exploring shapes and patterns in lots of different ways, 

Continued on next page 
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In Phonics we are beginning to learn our sounds, identify them and mark make. 

 

 

And of course, we enjoyed being Gardener’s during career’s week, we looked at some 

plants and explored them by smelling and feeling them. We also decorated some pots and 

planted some beautiful daffodils to sell at the careers fair. We also had a visit from a  

planetarium and we had such an amazing time watching the images change, creating the 

most wonderful sensory experience! 
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Leopard Class 

In March, it was National Careers week. Leopard class explored the role of the florist and 

participated in some of the tasks a Florist would do. We made some flower bouquets and 

did some flower arranging. The pupils enjoyed exploring the colours, smells and textures of 

the different flowers. They also enjoyed picking the flowers, placing the flowers in the oasis, 

and wrapping the flowers.  

Continued on next page 
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Lion Class 

This term, Lion Class have had a busy and enjoyable time, taking part in a wide range of  

activities across the curriculum. 

 

A highlight was Careers Week, where pupils explored journalism by taking on roles such as 

presenter, reporter, interviewer and cameraman. They worked brilliantly as a team, showing 

confidence, creativity and enthusiasm while interviewing staff and classmates. Keep a look 

out for Lion News on the website – coming soon!  

 

In Maths, pupils have been developing their understanding of place value, 2D and 3D 

shapes, and money. They have grown more confident in recognising coins, calculating 

amounts and finding change. 

 

In English, the class have been learning about fiction and non-fiction texts, building their skills 

in reading, discussing and identifying key features of each. 

 

Science has been particularly exciting, with hands-on workshops covering aerodynamics, 

engineering, construction and chemistry. These sessions gave pupils a fun and practical way 

to explore new ideas. 

 

In PE, pupils have been improving their basketball skills, focusing on dribbling, passing and 

shooting, while also working well as a team in games. 

 

Overall, it has been a fantastic term full of progress, teamwork and achievement. Well done, 

Lion Class! 

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

Manor Park Class 

Manor Park class have had a fun and productive half term. The students particularly enjoyed 

taking part in our Careers Week activities. They had the opportunity to explore a range of 

different jobs and career paths through practical activities, as well as listening to and  

interviewing visitors from a variety of professional sectors. 

 

In class, we also had a great time getting creative by exploring abstract art and taking part 

in cooking activities. These sessions allowed students to express themselves, try new skills, and 

work collaboratively. 

 

Students also had lots of fun celebrating the Holi festival and getting messy by throwing  

powder paint. Some students also had the opportunity to take part in online science sessions, 

visit a local radio station, and join the Future Gardeners Club. These experiences gave them 

a chance to learn in new environments and develop their interests beyond the classroom. 

Overall, it has been a busy and enjoyable half term, and we are very proud of the students’ 

enthusiasm and participation in all the activities. 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Families visiting any Morrisons’ 343 Cafes across the country  

during school holidays will be able to request a free ‘Kellogg’s 

Breakfast’. This includes a bowl of Kellogg’s cereal  

(Rice Krispies or Corn Flakes), milk or a milk  

alternative, and an apple or banana.  

 

This is available at Morrisons, during school holidays for the 

2026/2027 school holiday periods. 

 

The offer is universally accessible, requires no signup, and 

meets school food standards. 
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School term dates 2025-26 

Autumn term 1  

Monday 1 September    INSET DAY 

Tuesday 2 September    First day of term 

Friday 10 October     INSET DAY 

Friday 24 October      Last day of term 
 

Half Term          Monday 27 October to Friday 31 October  

 
Autumn term 2 

 Monday 3 November     First day of term 

 Friday 5 December     INSET DAY   

 Friday 19 December     Last day of term* 
 

Christmas Holiday       Monday 22 December to Friday 2 January 

 

Spring term 1 

 Monday 5 January      First day of term 

 Friday 16 January     INSET DAY 

 Friday 13 February      Last day of term 

 

Half term          Monday 16 February to Friday 20 February 

 
Spring term 2 

 Monday 23 February    First day of term  

 Friday 27 March       Last day of term* 

 

Easter Holiday        Monday 30 March to Friday 10 April  

 

Summer term 1 

 Monday 13 April       First day of term 

 Monday 4 May      Bank Holiday  

 Friday 22 May        Last day of term 

 

Half term           Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 

 
Summer term 2 

 Monday 1 June      First day of term 

 Monday 25 May      Bank Holiday 

 Friday 12 June       INSET DAY 

 Monday 20 July      Last day of term* 

 
Pupils will not attend school on INSET days 

*School will close at 1pm on last day of term 2 


